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PUBLIC OPINION AMD TIT2 NORTITERN _IRFLAND SITUATION
A NOT? BY THT COLONTL G3 (TNFORIATION POLICY)
1o NORTIHRR! IRELAND : =L =
’:if “1s  The influencing of public opinion at home and overseas has been a feature of
-5 the Irish political scene for mmny yerrs. It has always hzen IR\ noliey o seel
¥ _» maximum support for their cause throush face=to=face nropasandi, hondbills, nosters 1
. 7 and throush symnathetic newgnapers, In recent years radio nnd televizinn have »nro- |
? v vided additional means for publicising~ tonics and ineidents from vhich they ean s2in
"% edvantape and public supnornt. '
:57"% 2. Both factions of the TRA aim to achieve one end — the mevnification of Ireland.
- - # The individual means of achieving the aim and the form of governnent they seek to
Pp?; impose differ, 1In simnlified terms, the Frovisional IRA are attemntin~ to gain
;-;‘rilpolitical objectives throwsh violence,. their declored intention beint to demonstra
B that Ulster is wnrovernable. The 0fficial IRA, thourh not denying that violence has
-4+ 1%s uses, would prefer to subvert snd undermine fovernment. DBoth factions further
277 their aims through propatandn and by distortine truth to serve their own nurnoses,
;,€g} Common to hoth factions jig the way in which this iz done.
4 ¢ 3¢ Amonrst other objectives both factions nre trying to:
e -_: \. {l_' ) ) :
;;E; 3'“” . @ DNestroy morale in Northern Treland.
..-‘,_'_ gy % - v
?Eﬁ;‘;*-5 b, Convince the British Public that Northern Ireland is ungovernable
% 7+ and'that the effortsof British troops to restore law and order in sunp-
-~ .. port of Stormont only make motters worse.
¥ e
;;;_, I Propaganda
Qf“ftid. - The destruction of public morale in Northern Trelend is attemnted directly by
2t a camnadgn of terior., At times it hos come clone to suceceeding,  llourver public
.- - {-morale fluctuates considerably; a weck of sucsesses by thn security forces, nronerly
¥ publicised, restores snirits that may earlier hove sd-med nearly broken. Informaiion
j’ “ policy within Northern Ireland must include as nriority the reed to mnintain con-
¢ s, fidence, vhich iz n joint wilitary-civil inform-tion task: It nerds to e reinforced
© &7 from time to time hy politieal mnagsurance from Uestminster that the UK Government is
goi” - MOt intending to desnrt the Protesiant majerity. VK Owvrosition attitudes arn of :
i i course important. - :
o
"¥ . 5. .IRA efforts to make the British public want to abandon 1later take many forms,

' % _They include:

{:; _{' a¢  Terrorint ~ota tn anteh tha heaudlinen, whieh demonutrate a niate
% ~ ' of ohnon whisrh onnnnt he controlled.
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’ .{ b. The murder of British soldiers to bring home the cost of onr
:p?" : _ nfforts to control tha nitnation,
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-5 %" -The campairn against internment, designed to attract sunmort from )
.+ = the left=wing and particularly amonzst students inecludings those in -
. universities in Great Britain, to illustrate that the task of imposing

., control has involved the M. in vndemooratic nractices, Internment is

_' also presented 2s an act of violence by the State agzainst the Cotholies

«=* which has led to, and which Justifies, IRA violence. Internment is =lso

1,7 presented as an obstacle to = peaceful settlement.

i es Allegations of brutality durine interroration designed further to
“-‘diseredit the Security Forces vhich are portrayed as violence by the

" -- State and therefore wrovide additional Justification for violence by
" the IMA,

.. £+ The campaipn against Stormont and Unionism renerally (vhich had a
¥ flying start from'1969) vhich is attemnting to show that the system of
movernment which the UX is supnorting is corrunt and incanahle of
reform and that the Aray is a tool of Stormont.

> 8« The efforts to diseredit Stormont take many forms of which thes
"current civil disobedience camn2ign against nayment of rents, rates,

hlicences, ete, is an example,

““ h, The withdrawal of Catholics from the established political field
.- and refusal to nemtinte with Stormont. in any vay and thn refunsl to

‘negotiate with estminsten on any terms other than those which are

. tantamount to surrender, are designed to make Stormont ampear to be

i’ 7 the stunbling block to jrace.
8. e Be " As well as these stratecic objectives IRA propasanda has tactical aims whiech
2er 2 7 inoludes ,
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i iﬁ*’*i":”:i Fa Iy :" @. © The inhibiting of any military tactics or action which threatens
et s . 0 the IRA: '
1l ?Wgw} S (1) The anti;intemgation campaien 15 encrietically ntenped up
i."'-‘"_"_’::b Lt - vhenever important nembers of the INA have been "lifted",
L SR ! .
i,?*’ e , (2) Units that "lean" heavily on the IRA are subjected to smear
i 2 :, Furty . camnaigns in the newspapers and subversive literature. Ilhmours
| .}3"*;,’-‘* ;‘.% 2 are also delibearately put ahout. -
(Y ¥ ok : ! )
B 3 Al oy (3) Internment itself, beins our most immortant wearon, is
! *ff‘ % IR attacked and made a barrier to any nepotintion,
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